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(57) ABSTRACT

According to one embodiment, a communication device
includes a reception unit, a display unit, and a control unit.
The reception unit receives, based on a connection request for
a first web page, information of the first web page that
includes specific information for instructing a connection to a
second web page and information representing a communi-
cation status ofthe second web page. The control unit controls
a display form of the specific information based on the infor-
mation representing the communication status of the second
web page when displaying the first web page on the display
unit.
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COMMUNICATION DEVICE, WEB SERVER
APPARATUS AND COMMUNICATION
SYSTEM

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is a National Phase of, Interna-
tional Application Number PCT/JP2009/071698, filed Dec.
25, 2008, which claims priority of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2008-331442, filed Dec. 25, 2008.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a mobile terminal device
having a communication function, a server that communi-
cates with a mobile terminal device, and a communication
system that includes a mobile terminal device and a server.
More specifically, the present invention relates to a mobile
terminal device that acquires information of a web page from
a server through a communication function, a server that
transmits information of a web page to a mobile terminal
device, and a communication system in which information of
a web page is transmitted and received between a mobile
terminal and a server.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, there has been an in crease in mobile
terminal devices such as a mobile telephone that have a func-
tion of communicating with a server through a communica-
tion link to acquire information of a web page on a network
and displaying a web page on a screen based on the acquired
information of the web page.

Further, there has been suggested a technique that changes
a method of displaying a web page, according to a user, using
information of a web page in order to more suitably browse
the web page (for example, Patent Literatures 1 to 3).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent No. 3949923

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 2003-18489

Patent Literature 3: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 2001-236202

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

Here, a web page displayed on a display unit sometimes
includes specific information that specifies another web page.
A user of a mobile terminal device can browse another web
page by selecting the specific information specifying another
web page included in the displayed web page, acquiring
information of another web page, and displaying another web
page.

However, a display form of the specific information speci-
fying another web page has been uniform.

The present invention aims to provide a communication
device, a web server apparatus, and a communication system
which are capable of controlling the display form of the
specific information specifying another web page included in
the web page.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A communication device according to an aspect of the
present invention includes: a reception unit that receives
information of a predetermined web page based on a connec-
tion request for the predetermined web page; a display unit
that displays the predetermined web page based on the infor-
mation of the predetermined web page received by the recep-
tion unit; and a control unit that controls a display of the
predetermined web page on the display unit. The predeter-
mined web page includes specific information for instructing
aconnection to another web page. The reception unit receives
the information of the predetermined web page and informa-
tion representing a communication status of another web
page. The control unit controls a display form of the specific
information based on the information representing the com-
munication status of another web page when displaying the
predetermined web page on the display unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the reception unit may receive information related
to a browsing situation of another web page as the informa-
tion representing the communication status, and the control
unit may control the display form of the specific information
based on the browsing situation of another web page when
displaying the predetermined web page on the display unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the reception unit may receive information related
to an access situation to another web page as the information
related to the browsing situation, and the control unit may
control the display form of the specific information based on
the access situation to another web page when displaying the
predetermined web page on the display unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the access situation to another web page may be an
access situation to another web page over a set time period.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the set time period may be a predetermined time
period before a time point when the connection request for the
predetermined web page has been performed.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the reception unit may receive information related
to whether or not another web page is in a connectable situ-
ation as the information representing the communication sta-
tus, and the control unit may control the display form of the
specific information based on whether or not another web
page is in a connectable situation when displaying the prede-
termined web page on the display unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the control unit may control at least one of a display
size and a display color of the specific information as the
display forms of the specific information.

A communication system according to another aspect of
the present invention includes a communication device and a
web server apparatus. The communication device includes a
reception unit that receives information of a predetermined
web page based on a connection request for the predeter-
mined web page, a display unit that displays the predeter-
mined web page based on the information of the predeter-
mined web page received by the reception unit, and a control
unit that controls a display of the predetermined web page on
the display unit. The web server apparatus includes a storage
unit that stores the information of the predetermined web
page, and a transmission unit that is communicable with the
communication device and transmits the information of the
predetermined web page stored in the storage unit to the
communication device based on the connection request for
the predetermined web page from the communication device.
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The predetermined web page includes specific information
for instructing a connection to another web page, and the
control unit displays the specific information in a display
form based on a communication status of another web page
when displaying the predetermined web page on the display
unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the transmission unit may transmit the information
of'the predetermined web page and information representing
the communication status of another web page based on the
connection request for the predetermined web page from the
communication device, and the control unit may control a
display form of the specific information based on the infor-
mation representing the communication status of another web
page received by the reception unit when displaying the pre-
determined web page on the display unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the transmission unit may transmit information of
the predetermined web page in which the display form of the
specific information in the predetermined web page has been
changed based on the communication status of another web
page, and the control unit may display the predetermined web
page on the display unit according to the information of the
predetermined web page in which the display form of the
specific information in the predetermined web page has been
changed based on the communication status of another web
page received by the reception unit.

A web server apparatus according to another aspect of the
present invention includes: a storage unit that stores informa-
tion of a predetermined web page; and a transmission unit that
is communicable with the communication device and trans-
mits information of the predetermined web page stored in the
storage unit to the communication device based on a connec-
tion request for the predetermined web page from the com-
munication device. The predetermined web page includes
specific information for instructing a connection to another
web page, and the transmission unit transmits the information
of'the predetermined web page and information representing
the communication status of another web page to the com-
munication device based on the connection request for the
predetermined web page from the communication device.

According to another aspect of the present invention
includes, the transmission unit may transmit the information
of'the predetermined web page in which a display form of the
specific information in the predetermined web page has been
changed based on the communication status of another web

page.
EFFECT OF THE INVENTION

According to a communication device, a web server appa-
ratus, and a communication system of the present invention,
there is an effect capable of improving user convenience by
controlling the display form of the specific information
included in the web page based on information related to a
browsing status of another web page.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of an embodiment of a network system having
a communication system according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic configu-
ration of a server and a mobile terminal illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a front view illustrating a schematic configuration
of an outer appearance of the mobile terminal device illus-
trated in FIG. 2.
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FIG. 4is a flowchart illustrating an example of a processing
operation of a server.

FIG. 51is a flowchart illustrating an example of a processing
operation of a mobile terminal device.

FIG. 6A is an explanation diagrams for explaining a pro-
cessing operation of a server.

FIG. 6B is an explanation diagram for explaining a pro-
cessing operation of a server.

FIG. 7A is an image diagram schematically illustrating a
web page displayed on a display unit.

FIG. 7B is an image diagram schematically illustrating a
web page displayed on a display unit.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of a communication device, a
web server apparatus, and a communication system accord-
ing to the present invention will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings. The present inven-
tion is not limited to the following embodiments. In embodi-
ment described below, a mobile terminal device, more spe-
cifically, a so-called mobile telephone device will be
described as a communication device, but the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto. The communication device of the
present invention can be used for various mobile terminal
devices, which have a function of transmitting/receiving data
to/from a network or an external terminal, such as a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a portable navigation device, a por-
table game machine, and a portable television.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of an embodiment of a network system having
a communication system according to the present invention.
A network system 2 includes a personal computer (PC) 4, a
server 6, a network link 7, a server 8, and a mobile terminal
device 10. One PC 4, one server 6, and one server 8 are
illustrated in FIG. 1, but the network system 2 includes a
plurality of PCs 4, a plurality of servers 6, and a plurality of
servers 8. Further, the plurality of servers 6 and the plurality
of servers 8 are connected with each other through the net-
work link 7, and the plurality of PCs 4 are connected with the
server 6.

The PC 41is a device that creates a web page such as ahome
page and is connected, in a communicable state, with the
server 6 in a wired or wireless manner. The PC 4 is a so-called
personal computer and has various functions as well as a
function of creating the web page. The web page is configured
with a combination of HTML data, XHTML data, a style
sheet, image data, and the like.

The server 6 is connected with the plurality of PCs 4 and
performs transmission and reception of data with the PCs 4.
The server 6 is also connected with another server 6 or the
server 8 through the link and also performs transmission and
reception of data with another server 6 or the server 8. The
server 6 stores the web page created by the PC 4 as data.

The network link 7 is connected with the plurality of serv-
ers 6 and the plurality of servers 8 in a wired or wireless
manner and performs transmission and reception of data
between the server 6 and the server 8.

The server 8 is connected, in a communicable state, with a
plurality of mobile terminal devices 10 in a wireless manner
and performs transmission and reception of data with the
mobile terminal devices 10. Similarly to the server 6, the
server 8 is also connected with the server 6 or another server
8 through the link and also performs transmission and recep-
tion of data with the server 6 or another server 8. The server 8
will be described later in detail.
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The mobile terminal device 10 is connected, in a commu-
nicable state, with the server 8 in a wireless manner and
performs transmission and reception of data with the server 8.
The mobile terminal device 10 will be described later in
detail.

In the network system 2, when the mobile terminal device
10 transmits a transmission request of a web page created by
the PC 4 to the server 8, the server 8 performs communication
with the server 6 in which data of the web page created by the
PC 4 is stored and acquires data of the web page from the
server 6. The server 8 performs a process, which will be
described later, on the acquired data of the web page and
transmits the data of the web page to the mobile terminal
device 10. As described above, in the network system 2, the
server 6 and the server 8 are connected with each other
through the network link 7, and data of the web page stored in
another server is acquired based on the transmission request
(connection request) transmitted from the mobile terminal
and then transmitted to the mobile terminal. When the mobile
terminal connected to the server transmits the transmission
request of data of the web page stored in the server, data of the
web page stored in the server is transmitted to the mobile
terminal that has transmitted the transmission request without
interposing another server.

Next, the server 8 and the mobile terminal device 10 in the
network system 2 will be described in detail. FIG. 2 is ablock
diagram illustrating a schematic configuration of an embodi-
ment of the server and the mobile terminal illustrated in FIG.
1. FIG. 3 is a front view illustrating a schematic configuration
of an outer appearance of the mobile terminal device illus-
trated in FIG. 2. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the server 8 includes
acommunication unit 12 that functions as a receptionunit and
a transmission unit, a control unit 14, and a storage unit 16.

The communication unit 12 establishes a signal link with
the mobile terminal device 10 through a base station and
performs information communication. The communication
unit 12 also performs information communication with the
server 6 or another server 8 in a wired or wireless manner.

The control unit 14 controls operations of the communica-
tion unit 12 and the other components of the server 8 and
processes information supplied from the components. The
control unit 14 includes a communication control unit 60, a
correspondence relationship creation unit 62, and a specific
information detection unit 64.

The communication control unit 60 controls an operation
of'the communication unit 12. When the transmission request
(connection request) of the web page is received from the
mobile terminal device 10, the communication control unit 60
acquires the web page, for which the mobile terminal device
10 has made the transmission request, from the server 6
through the communication unit 12 based on the received
transmission request. When the web page is acquired, the
communication unit 60 transmits the acquired web page to
the mobile terminal device 10 that has transmitted the trans-
mission request through the communication unit 12 together
with a correspondence relationship between specific informa-
tion of another web page included in the web page and the
number of transmission times, which will be described later.

The correspondence relationship creation unit 62 counts
the number of times that information of the web page has been
transmitted to the mobile terminal device 10, with which
information communication is performed through the com-
munication unit 12 (that is, with which information commu-
nication is performed without interposing another server 6 or
another server 8), for each web page, creates a correspon-
dence relationship between the web page and the number of
transmission times of information of the web page, and stores
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the correspondence relationship in the storage unit 16. The
correspondence relationship creation unit 62 updates the cor-
respondence relationship between the web page and the num-
ber of transmission times stored in the storage unit 16 when
the web page is transmitted from the communication unit 12.
At this time, a correspondence relationship may be created by
associating all data of the web page with the number of
transmission times, but in order to reduce a data amount
stored in the storage unit 16, a correspondence relationship
may be created by associating specific information specitying
the web page such as a uniform resource locator (URL) with
the number of times that information of the web page speci-
fied by the specific information has been transmitted. Here-
inafter, in the present embodiment, it is assumed that a cor-
respondence relationship between specific information of a
web page and the number of times that information ofthe web
page has been transmitted, that is, the number of times that the
web page has been browsed (that is, the number of accesses,
hereinafter also referred to as “the number of browsing
times™) is created.

When the communication unit 12 receives the web page for
which the transmission request has been made from another
server 6 or another server 8, the specific information detection
unit 64 analyzes data of the received web page and detects
specific information of another web page included in the web
page. The specific information detection unit 64 detects the
number of browsing times of each of the detected specific
information of another web page from the correspondence
relationship between the specific information of the web page
and the number of browsing times stored in the storage unit
16. Thereafter, the correspondence relationship creation unit
62 creates information (table) representing a relationship
between the specific information of another web page
included in the web page and the number of browsing times.
The information representing the relationship between the
specific information of another web page included in the web
page and the number of browsing times, which has been
created by the correspondence relationship creation unit 62, is
transmitted to the mobile terminal device 10 that has trans-
mitted the transmission request together with the information
of the web page through the communication unit 12 as
described above.

The storage unit 16 stores the correspondence relationship
between the specific information of the web page and the
number of times that the web page related to the specific
information has been transmitted, which has been created by
the control unit 14. Further, programs or conditions necessary
for operating the components of the server 8 are stored in the
storage unit 16 and read out by the control unit 14 as neces-
sary.

Next, the mobile terminal device 10 will be described. As
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, the mobile terminal device 10
includes a central processing unit (CPU) 22, a memory 24, a
communication unit 26 as a reception unit, an operation unit
28, a voice processing unit 30, and a display unit 32. The
mobile terminal device 10 has various configurations, pro-
vided as mobile terminal device, such as various terminals in
addition to the above configuration. The shape of the mobile
terminal device is not particularly limited, and a mobile ter-
minal device of a folder type that includes two cases con-
nected by a hinge and is foldable, a mobile terminal device of
a slide type in which two cases can slide against each other, or
a mobile terminal device of a straight type may be used.

The CPU 22 is a processing unit (control unit) that gener-
ally controls an overall operation of the mobile terminal
device 10. That is, the CPU 22 controls operations of the
communication unit 26, the voice processing unit 30, the
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display unit 32, and the like so that various processes of the
mobile terminal device 10 can be performed in an appropriate
procedure in response to an operation on the operation unit 28
or software stored in the memory 24 of the mobile terminal
device 10. For example, the various processes of the mobile
terminal device 10 include voice communication performed
through a line switching network, creation, transmission, and
reception of an electronic mail, browsing of a web (world
wide web) site of the Internet, and the like. For example, the
operations of the communication unit 26, the voice process-
ing unit 30, the display unit 32, and the like include transmis-
sion and reception of a signal by the communication unit 26,
input and output of a voice by the voice processing unit 30,
display of an image by the display unit 32, and the like.

The CPU 22 executes a process based on a program (for
example, an operation system (OS) program, an application
program, or the like) stored in the memory 24. For example,
the CPU 22 is configured with a micro processor unit (MPU)
and executes the above described various processes of the
mobile terminal device 10 according to the procedure
instructed by the program. That is, the CPU 22 sequentially
reads a command code from the OS program or the applica-
tion program stored in the memory 24 and executes the pro-
cess.

The CPU 22 has a function of executing a plurality of
application programs. As the application program executed
by the CPU 22, there are a plurality of application programs
such as a display control application program of controlling
the display form of the acquired web page, a game application
program, and the like. The application program includes a
browser that displays the web page on the display unit 32. The
display control application program is a program that controls
the display form of the specific information specifying
another web page included in the web page according to the
number of browsing times of the web page.

The memory 24 stores software or data used for the process
of'the CPU 22 and a display control task 46 for operating the
above described display control application program. The
display control task 46 will be described later in detail. In
addition to the task, the memory 24 stores, for example,
communication, downloaded image data, voice data, and the
like. Further, the memory 24 stores software that the CPU
uses for controlling the memory 24, an address book in which
the other communication party’s telephone number or mail
address or the like is stored and managed, a voice file such as
a dial tone or a ring tone, temporal data used in a processing
process of software, or the like. A computer program or
temporal data used in the processing process of the software
is temporarily stored in a work area assigned to the memory
24 by the CPU 24. For example, the memory 24 includes a
non-volatile storage device (a non-volatile semiconductor
memory such as a read only memory (ROM), a hard disk
device, or the like), a readable/writable storage device (for
example, a static random access memory (SRAM) or a
dynamic random access memory (DRAM)), and the like.

The communication unit 26 establishes a wireless signal
link with the base station by a code division multiple access
(CDMA) scheme or the like through a channel assigned by
the base station and performs telephone communication and
information communication with the base station. That is, the
communication unit 26 performs information communica-
tion with the communication unit 12 of the server 8 through
the base station.

The operation unit 28 includes keys, to which various
functions are assigned, such as a power key, a speech key, a
digit key, a character key, a directional key, a decision key, a
call origination key, and the like as illustrated in FIG. 3. When
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the user presses the key down, a signal is generated in
response to the operation. The generated signal is input to the
CPU 22 as the user’s instruction.

The voice processing unit 30 executes a process of a voice
signal input to a microphone 50 or a voice signal to be output
from a speaker 52. That is, the voice processing unit 30
amplifies a voice input from the microphone 50, converts the
voice into digital voice data by executing analog/digital
(A/D) conversion and then further executing a signal process
such as encoding, and outputs the digital voice data to the
CPU 22. The voice processing unit 30 converts voice data sent
from the CPU 22 into an analog voice signal by executing
processes such as decoding, D/A conversion, and amplifica-
tion, and then outputs the analog voice signal to the speaker
52. As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, the microphone 50 and the
speaker 52 are disposed at both ends of the mobile terminal
device 10, respectively.

The display unit 32 includes a display panel such as a liquid
crystal display (LCD) of a predetermined size or an organic
electro-luminescence (OEL) panel as illustrated in FIG. 3 and
displays an image according to image data supplied from the
CPU 22 on the display panel.

Next, an operation of the network system 2 will be
described. FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
processing operation of the server, and FIG. 5 is a flowchart
illustrating an example of a processing operation of the
mobile terminal device. FIGS. 6A and 6B are explanation
diagrams for explaining a processing operation of the server,
and FIGS. 7A and 7B are image diagrams schematically
illustrating web pages displayed on the display unit, respec-
tively.

First, a transmission request (hereinafter, may be referred
to as a “request”) of a web page is transmitted from the mobile
terminal device 10 to the server 8. Here, the transmission
request of the web page is, for example, information that
includes specific information, an instruction of the transmis-
sion request, and terminal information that specifies the
mobile terminal device that has transmitted the transmission
request. Here, the specific information of the web page for
which the transmission request has been made is, for
example, specific information that is input directly by the user
or specific information of another web page included in the
web page whose reception has been decided by an operator’s
click or the like during browsing of the web page.

The server 8 that has received the transmission request of
the web page performs the process in the procedure illustrated
in FIG. 4. First, when the request is received from the mobile
terminal device 10, in step S10, the server 8 acquires data of
the requested web page. Specifically, the server 8 specifies the
server 6 that is storing data of the web page based on the
specific information of the web page included in the request,
performs communication with the server 6, and acquires data
of the request web page, that is, information of the web page
such as HTLM data.

When the data of the requested web page is acquired, in
step S12, the server 8 determines whether or not link infor-
mation is included in the requested web page (the acquired
web page) through the specific information detection unit 64.
That is, it is determined whether or not the specific informa-
tion of another web page is included in the web page. When it
is determined that the link information is included (Yes in step
S12), the process proceeds to step S14, whereas when it is
determined that the link information is not included (No in
step S12), the process proceeds to step S20.

In step S14, the server 8 acquires the link information
included in the acquired web page. That is, the server 8 detects
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and acquires the specific information of another web page
included in the web page through the specific information
detection unit 64.

When the specific information of another web page is
acquired, in step S16, the server 8 searches for the number of
page clicks (that is, the number of browsing times or the
number of accesses) of another web page specified by the
acquired link information. That is, in step S16, the server 8
reads the correspondence relationship between the web page
and the number of browsing times that has been created by the
correspondence relationship creation unit 62 and stored in the
storage unit 16, and searches for and detects the number of
browsing times of the web page for each specific information
based on the acquired specific information of another web
page. For example, when 8 pieces of specific information
from a link A to a link H are included in the web page, as
illustrated in FIG. 6A, the number of browsing times of
another web page specified by each of the specific informa-
tion (link information) from the link A to the link H is
detected.

Next, in step S18, the server 8 sorts the acquired link
information by the number of page clicks. The correspon-
dence relationship creation unit 62 creates information (table)
representing a relationship between the sorted link informa-
tion (that is, the specific information) and the number of page
clicks (that is, the number of browsing times). For example,
the correspondence relationship creation unit 62 creates
information of a table in which the specific information is
sorted in a descending order of the number of browsing times
asillustrated in FIG. 6B based on the relationship between the
specific information and the number of browsing times illus-
trated in FIG. 6A.

When the information of the correspondence relationship
between the specific information included in the web page
and the number of browsing times is created by the corre-
spondence relationship creation unit 62, in step S20, the
server 8 transmits the information of the correspondence
relationship between the specific information included in the
web page and the number of browsing times and information
of the web page acquired from the server 6 to the mobile
terminal device 10 that has transmitted the transmission
request through the communication unit 12. Further, when the
specific information detection unit 64 determines, in step
S12, that the link information is not included in the web page,
the server 8 transmits only data of the web page to the mobile
terminal device 10.

When the information is transmitted to the mobile terminal
device 10 in step S20, in step S22, the server 8 increases the
number of page clicks of the web page whose information has
been transmitted. Specifically, the server 8 transmits the
information of the web page and information of a correspon-
dence relationship between the specific information included
in the web page and the number of browsing times to the
mobile terminal device 10 through the communication unit
12 under control of the communication control unit 60. The
fact that the information of the web page has been transmitted
is notified to the correspondence relationship creation unit 62.
The correspondence relationship creation unit 62 that has
been notified of the fact that the information of the web page
has been transmitted updates the correspondence relationship
stored in the storage unit 16 by increasing the number of
browsing times of the transmitted web page by one. When the
number of page clicks of the web page is increased, the server
8 finishes the process.

The mobile terminal device 10 that has transmitted the
transmission request of the web page to the server 8 performs
the process in the procedure illustrated in FIG. 5. First, in step
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S30, the communication unit 26 receives data transmitted
from the server 8, that is, the web page acquired from the
server 6 and the information of the correspondence relation-
ship between the specific information included in the web
page and the number of browsing times.

When the data transmitted from the server 8 is received
through the communication unit 26, the mobile terminal
device 10 reads the display control task 46 from the memory
24 through the CPU 22, launches the display control applica-
tion program, and processes the transmitted data. Specifi-
cally, in step S32, the CPU 22 of the mobile terminal device
10 determines whether three or more pieces of link informa-
tion are included in the received web page based on the
information of the correspondence relationship between the
specific information included in the web page and the number
of' browsing times. When the CPU 22 determines that three or
more pieces of link information are included (Yes), the pro-
cess proceeds to step S34, whereas when the CPU 22 deter-
mines that three or more pieces of link information are not
included (No), the process proceeds to step S46.

In step S34, the CPU 22 sets link information, whose
number of browsing times ranks from the top to the top (the
number of link information+3)-th (a first digit after decimal
point is truncated), among all link information as a group A.
That is, in the present embodiment, the CPU 22 sets 2 pieces
of link information, which are the top two in the number of
browsing times, that is, a link E and a link A, among 8 pieces
of link information as a group A.

Next, in step S36, the CPU 22 sets link information, whose
number of browsing times ranks from the top (the number of
link information+3)-th (a first digit after decimal point is
rounded up) to the bottom (the number of link informa-
tion+3)-th (a first digit after decimal point is rounded up),
among all link information as a group B. That is, in the present
embodiment, the CPU 22 sets 4 pieces of link information
that are from the top third to the bottom third, i.e., the top sixth
in the number of browsing times, that is, a link H, a link C, a
link B, and a link D, among 8 pieces of link information as a
group B.

Next, in step S38, the CPU 22 sets link information, whose
number of browsing times ranks from the bottom (the number
of link information+3)-th (a first digit after decimal point is
truncated) to the bottom, among all link information as a
group C. That is, in the present embodiment, the CPU 22 sets
2 pieces of link information, which are the bottom two in the
number of browsing times, that is, alink G and a link F, among
8 pieces of link information as a group C.

Next, in step S40, the CPU 22 replace character size infor-
mation of the link information of the group A with the large
character size. Next, in step S42, the CPU 22 replaces char-
acter size information of the link information of the group B
with the medium character size. Next, in step S44, the CPU 22
replaces character size information of the link information of
the group C with the small character size.

Next, in step S46, the CPU 22 displays the web page in
which the information of the character size of the link infor-
mation has been changed in step S40 to step S44 on the
display unit 32 and finishes the process.

As described above, according to the server 8 and the
mobile terminal device 10 of the present invention, by chang-
ing the size of the character of the link information included
in the web page according to the number of browsing times of
the web page specified by the link information, as illustrated
in FIG. 7B, it is possible to vary the size of the link informa-
tion displayed on the display unit 12 according to the group of
the number of browsing times. In the present embodiment, by
displaying and emphasizing the link information of the web
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page that is relatively large in the number of browsing times
with the size larger than other link information, the user can
easily determine the link information that is useful for the user
among the link information included in the web page.

Further, according to the present invention, by displaying
the link information of the web page that is relatively small in
the number of browsing times with the small size, it is pos-
sible to increase an information amount that can be displayed
onthe display unit. Since the size of a partthat is low in degree
of importance for an operator decreases, more information
necessary for the operator can be displayed on the display
unit. Also, in the case of displaying a search result performed
by an existing search engine on the display unit, the present
invention can be applied. That is, in the case of displaying the
web page including a lot of specific information as a search
result on the display unit, the present invention is effective.

Further, in the present invention, the character has the large
size, the medium size, and the small size, but the size of the
character in the present invention is not particularly limited
thereto. In the case in which an area necessary for displaying
the specific information included in the web page on the
display unit is broader than a display area of the display unit,
it is preferable not to allow the character to be larger than the
standard size but to gradually decrease the size of the char-
acter as the number of browsing times decreases. Thus, since
the size of the character does not increase, it is possible to
further increase an amount of information that can be dis-
played on the display unit.

In the above described embodiment, the CPU 22 controls
the display form of each of the specific information when
three or more pieces of specific information are included in
one web page. However, the present invention is not limited
thereto, and the control may be performed when two or more
pieces of specific information are included or four or more
pieces of specific information are included. Further, in the
above described embodiment, in step S34 to step S38, the link
information is classified into three groups. However, the num-
ber of classified groups is not limited thereto, and the link
information may be classified into two groups or four or more
groups. Further, the number of link information included in
each group needs not be nearly uniform and may have an
arbitrary ratio.

A grouping criterion is not limited to the relative number of
browsing times, and the specific information may be grouped
based on the absolute number of browsing times. For
example, ten thousand times or more may be classified as a
group A, a thousand times or more and less than ten thousand
times may be classified as a group, and times less than a
thousand may be classified as a group C.

Further, the display form of the specific information of the
web page may be individually controlled one by one without
grouping the specific information. For example, as the num-
ber of browsing times decreases, the display size of the spe-
cific information may gradually decrease. Further, in the
above described embodiment, the link information that is
relatively large in the number of browsing times is displayed
with the relatively large size, but the link information that is
relatively small in the number of browsing times may be
displayed with the relatively large size. A relationship
between the number of browsing times and the display form
may be changed by the user’s setting.

Further, in the present invention, a technique of controlling
the display form of the specific information on the web page
is not limited to changing the size of the character but may
include changing the width of the character or changing the
color of the character.

20

40

45

50

55

12

Further, in the present invention, information displayed as
the specific information when displaying the web page on the
display unit is not limited to character information but may
include an image or a picture.

Here, as the number of browsing times of the web page, the
number of browsing times within a set time period such as one
month or one week may be used. By setting a specific time
period as described above, the user can grasp the popularity of
the web page easily. That is, in the case of the number of
browsing times accumulated from the beginning of web page
preparation or from the beginning of use of the server, a
variation in the number of browsing times occurs depending
on a time when the web page is prepared. On the other hand,
by setting the time period, since a relative comparison can be
made regardless of a preparation time of a web page, the user
can grasp the popularity of each web page.

Further, in the case in which the number of browsing times
within the set time period is used as the number of browsing
times of the web page, a time when the server 8 has lastly
received the transmission request of the web page may be
used as a criterion, and a specific time period before the
criterion time may be used. As a result, the user can figure the
number of browsing times of the web page over a most recent
time period of the time of transmission of the transmission
request. Here, in the mobile terminal device 10, a time when
atransmission request of a web page (a connection request of
a predetermined web page) is made by the communication
unit 26 becomes the criterion time. The set time period is not
limited to a time period before the criterion time. For
example, when the transmission request of the web page is
made at 19:00 one day, the CPU 22 may control the display
form of the link information based on the number of browsing
times between 18:00 and 24:00 of the previous day.

Further, in the above-described embodiment, information
related to the browsing state of the web page has been
described as the number of browsing times (the number of
accesses), that is, the number of times page view is per-
formed. However, the present invention is not limited thereto,
and information related to the browsing state, other than the
number of accesses, such as the number of unique accesses or
the number of valid users may be used.

Further, in the server 8 and the mobile terminal device 10,
the process of controlling the display form of the specific
information on the web page according to the number of
browsing times of the web page, that is, the process of step
S32 to step S44 (see FIG. 5) described above has been per-
formed by the CPU 22 in the mobile terminal device 10, but
a processing unit inside the server 8 may performs a process
of'processing a character string representing the display form
of the specific information included in data of the web page
and transmit the processed data of the web page to the mobile
terminal device 10 through the communication unit 12. That
is, the server 8 may perform step S32 to step S44 (see FIG. 5)
during the processes of step S20 and step S22 (see FIG. 4).
When the process of controlling the display form of the spe-
cific information is performed at the server 8 side as described
above, a processing load of the mobile terminal device 10 can
be reduced, and the limited processing capability of the
mobile terminal device 10 can be effectively used. Further, in
the case of performing the process at the server 8 side, the
control condition of the display form can be transmitted from
the mobile terminal device 10 to the server 8 in advance and
stored in the storage unit 16. By storing the control condition
of'the display form in the server 8, it is possible to acquire and
display data of the web page in which the display form of the
specific information has been processed at the condition
desired by the user.
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Further, in the above described embodiment, the display
form of the specific information is controlled by the CPU 22
based on the number of browsing times, but the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto. For example, the correspondence
relationship creation unit 62 may use a keyword representing
a scheme or a field of the contents of a web page as a tag to
create information in which specific information is associated
with the keyword. In this case, by storing a keyword inter-
ested by the user in the memory 24 and transmitting the
keyword to the server 8 together with the transmission request
of the web page, it is possible to emphasize and display
specific information having the interested keyword among
specific information included in the web page.

Further, the above described control of the display form of
the specific information may be performed only in the case in
which the web page is larger than the display unit, that is, in
the case in which the screen needs be scrolled in order to
browse the whole web page. That is, in the case in which the
whole web page can be displayed on the display unit, the
control of the display form may not be performed. As a result,
in the case of scrolling the screen, a scroll amount can be
reduced, and it is possible to prevent the size of the specific
information from decreasing more than necessary.

Further, in the above described embodiment, the display
form of the specific information included in the web page on
the display unit is controlled by the CPU 22 based on the
number of browsing times. However, the present invention is
not limited thereto, and the display form of the specific infor-
mation stored in the mobile terminal device such as a book-
mark may be also controlled according to the number of
browsing times.

Further, in the above described embodiment, the number of
accesses to another web page has been described as informa-
tion representing the communication status on another web
page. However, the present invention is not limited thereto.
For example, there is a case in which the server 6 or the server
8 that stores information of another web page is temporarily
down and so communication with the server 6 or the server 8
is impossible. In this case, the specific information detection
unit 64 cannot detect the accurate number of browsing times
of another web page. Thus, the correspondence relation cre-
ation unit 63 associates information representing that the
accurate number of browsing times of another web page
cannot be detected with the link information of another web
page. That is, whether or not another web page is in a con-
nectable situation is dealt as the communication status on
another web page. The communication control unit 16 trans-
mits such information to the mobile terminal device 10
together with information of the web page through the com-
munication unit 12.

When the link information of another web page and the
information representing that the accurate number of brows-
ing times of another web page cannot be detected are
received, the mobile terminal device 10 performs, for
example, control of graying the background of a part, on
which the link information of another web page is being
displayed in the web page, through the CPU 22. As a result,
the user of the mobile terminal device 10 can notice that the
server that stores another web page has been down. Further, as
information as to whether or another web page is in a con-
nectable situation, a degree of concentration of access to the
server may be used.

Further, in the above described embodiment, the number of
accesses to another web page has been described as an access
situation to another web page, but the present invention is not
limited thereto. For example, a time when the mobile terminal
device 10 makes the transmission request of information of
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the web page, that is, an access time, may be used as the
access situation to another web page.

Further, in the above described embodiment, the mobile
terminal device has been described as the communication
device, but the present invention is not limited thereto. For
example, a personal computer or various communication
devices having a communication function and an image dis-
play function, which are not of a portable type but of a
standing type, may be used.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the communication device, the web
server apparatus, and the communication system according to
the present invention may be used in a communication device
that displays a web page on a display unit, a web server
apparatus that transmits the web page to such a communica-
tion device, or the like. Particularly, they are suitable for use
in a mobile telephone that displays a web page including a
plurality of specific information specifying another web page
on a display unit, a server that transmits the web page to such
a mobile telephone, or the like.

The invention claimed is:

1. A communication device, comprising:

a communication unit configured to

send a request including first specific information for
specifying a first web page to a server, and

receive first information and data of the first web page
from the server, the first web page including a number
of pieces of link information for specifying corre-
sponding second web pages;

a display unit; and

a control unit comprising a hardware processor configured

to
open the first web page based on the first information,
in response to the number of the pieces of link informa-
tion being greater than a predetermined number,
process the data of the first web page by
sorting the pieces of link information in a predeter-
mined order,
setting each of the sorted pieces of link information
to one group of a plurality of groups, wherein at
least one of the groups includes more than one of
the sorted pieces of link information, and
setting different forms to different groups among
the plurality of groups, wherein the same form is
set to the pieces of link information in the same
group, and
cause the display unit to display the opened first web
page in such a manner that each ofthe pieces of link
information is displayed in the form set by the
control unit,

wherein, when the number of the pieces of link information

is not greater than the predetermined number, the control
unit is configured to, without processing the data of the
first web page, cause the display unit to display the
opened first web page, and

wherein the predetermined number is greater than 2.

2. The communication device according to claim 1,
wherein the forms are different from each other in at least one
of'a display size or a display color.

3. The communication device according to claim 1,
wherein the number of the pieces of link information is
greater than the number of the groups.
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4. A communication system, comprising a server and a
communication device,
the server configured to
receive a request including first specific information for
specifying a first web page,
acquire first information of the first web page based on
the first specific information, the first web page
including a number of pieces of link information for
specifying corresponding second web pages,
in response to the number of the pieces of link informa-
tion being greater than a predetermined number,
process data of the first web page by
sorting the pieces of link information in a predeter-
mined order,
setting each of the sorted pieces of link information
to one group of a plurality of groups, wherein at
least one of the groups includes more than one of
the sorted pieces of link information, and
setting different forms to different groups among
the plurality of groups, wherein the same form is
set to the pieces of link information in the same
group, and
send the processed data of the first web page to a
communication device;
the communication device configured to
send the request together with the keyword to the server,
receive the data of the first web page and the first infor-
mation from the server,
open the first web page based on the first information,
and
display the opened first web page in such a manner that
each of the pieces of link information is displayed in
the form set by the server,
wherein, when the number of the pieces of link information
is not greater than the predetermined number, the server
is configured to, without processing the data of the first
web page, send the first information to the communica-
tion device, and
wherein the predetermined number is greater than 2.
5. A web server apparatus, comprising:
a communication unit configured to receive a request from
a communication device, the request including first spe-
cific information for specifying a first web page; and
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a control unit comprising a hardware processor configured
to
acquire first information of the first web page based on
the first specific information, the first web page
including a number of pieces of link information for
specifying corresponding second web pages, and
in response to the number of the pieces of link informa-
tion being greater than a predetermined number,
process data of the first web page by
sorting the pieces of link information in a predeter-
mined order,
setting each of the sorted pieces of link information
to one group of a plurality of groups, wherein at
least one of the groups includes more than one of
the sorted pieces of link information, and
setting different forms to different groups among
the plurality of groups, wherein the same form is
set to the pieces of link information in the same
group, and
cause the communication unit to send the processed
data of the first web page to the communication
device so that the communication device opens the
first web page and displays the opened first web
page in such a manner that each ofthe pieces of link
information is displayed in the form set by the
control unit of the web server apparatus,
wherein, when the number of the pieces of link information
is not greater than the predetermined number, the control
unit is configured to, without processing the data of the
first web page, cause the communication unit to send the
first information to the communication device, and
wherein the predetermined number is greater than 2.
6. The web server apparatus according to claim 5, wherein
the communication unit is configured to receive a user-
defined control condition of the different forms from the
communication device, and
the control unit is configured to set the different forms to
the different groups among the plurality of groups in
accordance with the user-defined control condition
received from the communication device.
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